
Shane Knuth MP said that saying the rejection of the Safer Waterways Bill by the parliamentary committee 

yesterday is a disappointment is an understatement – the reality remains the same, peoples lives, our tourism 

industry and quality of life is at stake. 

Mr Knuth had tabled the Safer Ways Bill in Parliament twice since 2017, and was quick to do so again before 

the problem gets more out of hand. The hearing was handed down after the Innovation, Tourism 

Development and Environment Committee held public hearings across North Qld on the bill.  

“We are not going to give up on this, I am determined to work with the community to claim back our 

waterways. The committee rejected my sugar marking legislation, yet we were able to secure passing of that 

bill in 2015 which benefited the sugar cane industry and communities,” Mr Knuth said. 

“They can dodge their way out of doing nothing – but the reality is the problem still exists and will continue 

to get worse.  

“Reported sightings in Nth Qld have risen, the Government’s recent update showed a spike in the number of 
crocodile sightings, jumping to 684 in 2017 compared to just 176 in 2010, and present data suggests sightings 
for 2018 will reach more than 800. This is triple the sightings reported from seven years ago and an 80% 
increase in sightings from 2016. 

“Waterways people previously swam in are now infested with crocodiles, life-saving, rowing and skiing clubs 

closing their doors. 

“The Safer Waterways Bill includes the establishment of a Queensland Crocodile Authority based in the Far 

North so we have immediate on the ground self-management. It allows authorised people to remove or 

eradicate crocs – which in turn could prevent people taking matters into their own hands. 

“It also creates an industry in Qld through controlled egg harvesting which will sustain croc populations and 

provide economic benefits. 

“All of this is just the tip of the iceberg of how the Safer Waterways Bill can help save lives, our tourism 

industry and successfully manage crocodile numbers,” Mr Knuth said.  
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