
Mr Knuth said SIPP
had been operating since 2004 receiving $181,000 pa. It engaged with more than 

10,000 Queensland school students and teachers every year to showcase where food comes from and to highlight 
job opportunities in agriculture.

The program was first funded by the Beattie Labor Government and had been funded by every State Government 
since receiving widespread support across agriculture, and from schools, teachers and students. 
 
Discarding this program that has educated Queensland children on the importance of agriculture in our state and 

where their food comes from is just the latest in this Government’s sustained deconstruction of the agricultural 

industry,” Mr Knuth said. 

“The discontinuation of funding for the School to Industry Partnership Program will mean future policy makers 

grow up without knowing the importance of our agricultural industry to our economy and our quality of life. 

“It is imperative that we change the direction and start to acknowledge not just with words but with actions, that 

our ag industry is here to stay, that we support our farmers and we value this necessary backbone of our economy 

and way of life,” Mr Knuth said.  

Former Atherton State High School student Paige Hooley found her passion for agriculture and love for helping 

farm animals through the program and has since gone on to study veterinary science. Paige said the program had 

a huge impact on her choices and helps fill a need for rural vets.  

“There is a lack of rural vets at the moment – they are really crying out for them. I never would have realised I was 

interested in farm animals if it weren’t for this program. There is so much interest, I have a few friends who have 

gone on to do work in stations and farm work because of it.  

“If kids were not exposed to the program they wouldn’t see the need for farming. It’s a huge program for many 

kids who don’t understand and when they do find out they really become interested and want to learn. I strongly 

feel removing it will inhibit students from progressing onto something they could enjoy and love,” Paige said. 

Paige has started an online petition available on Facebook in the fight to keep the program. 
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